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5  Jan - First day of termth

13th Jan - SEND Coffee and Chat 2pm

This has been such a quick term which has culminated in a fantastic last week which started with our youngest children in the EYFS
(nursery and reception classes) sharing the story of Christmas in such a wonderful way. It was also lovely to see our Year 6 children

supporting the production by narrating the story. The festivities continued later in the evening with our first winter disco. This was very
much enjoyed by the children who attended and raised £374.94 profit which we will be able to spend on the children in 2026. Thank you to

all the staff who stayed and made it such a great evening for the children.

Wednesday saw a magnificent interpretation of the Nativity from the view of a donkey pop group. The children remembered all their lines
and sang really well. Even though Year 1 and 2 are our smallest classes in the school this did not negatively impact on the super

performance they delivered.

The opportunity for our children to share their talents was concluded by the Key Stage Two Carol services, where we were given a
celebration of music to complement the Christmas story. There was some marvellous singing both by classes, in rounds and a cappella

which for some of the songs was complemented by the use of percussion instruments or signing. Like all of the performances above, these
productions included children from both Ash and Oak classes which was a clear celebration of Parkways inclusiveness. For our children in

Elm Trees Classes, they performed for their parents as part of the class parties on Thursday afternoon. The class parties also saw a visit
from Father Christmas who brought presents for the children to use during wet break and lunchtimes.

With a new year sees some exciting developments at Parkway in the form of new staff beginning with us on the 5  January. Oak 6 has a
new teacher Mr Brady. We have a new teacher starting in a new class, Oak 4, as we expand our inclusiveness to a Miss Muthony joining the

office team to provide extra administrational support to the school.

th

With the end of such a busy week, the staff at Parkway and I wish you and your loved ones a joyful Christmas holiday filled with peace,
laughter, and full of happy memories. We all look forward to welcoming you back to school on the 5  January 2026.th

Merry Christmas
Mr Celino-Stock

 19  December 2025th
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Purple Elm

AS WE WRAP UPANOTHER BUSY ANDBRILLIANT TERM INBLUE OAK, IT'S TIME TOCELEBRATE THEINCREDIBLE LEARNINGJOURNEYS WE'VETAKEN TOGETHER.FROM BUBBLINGSCIENCE EXPERIMENTSTO BOLD ARTISTICEXPRESSIONS, OURCLASSROOM HAS BEENA HUB OF DISCOVERY,CREATIVITY ANDGROWTH.

VITY AND GROWTH.

This term in Purple Elm we have been exploring the theme All
About Me, helping children learn more about who they are,

what they enjoy, and how they fit into our classroom
community. Through stories, songs, sensory play, and familiar
routines, children have been growing in confidence—sharing

their preferences, recognising their achievements, and
celebrating the things that make them unique.

We learned about birthdays and special days, talking about
when our birthdays are and the different ways families

celebrate. This led us into discovering cultural celebrations
such as Diwali, Christmas, and other festivals important to our

families. These experiences helped children appreciate that
while our traditions may be different, we can enjoy learning

about them together.

In PSHE, our focus was kindness—what it looks like,
how it feels, and how we can show it throughout the
day. Children practised taking turns, helping friends,
and using gentle hands and kind words, with lots of

celebrations of these small but meaningful moments.

Alongside this, we continued to build
early maths and phonics skills.

Children practised counting to 5
using concrete materials like cubes,
blocks, and trays, developing their
understanding of quantity through

hands-on exploration. In phonics, we
tuned into initial sounds, especially

those linked to our names and
favourite objects, supporting early

sound awareness in a playful,
meaningful way.

It has been a joyful term full
of discovery, connection, and

celebration. We wish you a
wonderful Christmas break.

 Mr Attard & the Purple Elm Team



YOUR PARAGRAPH TEXTTHIS ACADEMIC TERM

109 CHILDREN HAVE

ARRIVED LATE FOR

SCHOOL ON 459

OCCASIONS. 

WHILST SOME DELAYS

ARE UNAVOIDABLE,

AND

UNDERSTANDABLE, WE

EXPECT THAT ALL

CHILDREN WILL ARRIVE

ON TIME FOR SCHOOL

EACH DAY. 

AS A REMINDER PLEASE

SEE THE FOLLOWING

EXTRACT FROM THE

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

POLICY:

IN THE EVENT THAT

YOUR CHILD IS LATE

THE FOLLOWING

PROCEDURES THEN

APPLY: 

• CHILDREN ARE

MARKED LATE (L) IF

THEY ARRIVE AFTER

8:45AM BUT BEFORE THE

CLOSE OF REGISTERS.

(FOR CHILDREN IN ELM

TREES PROVISION

ARRIVAL TIME IS

9:30AM) 

• CHILDREN ARE

MARKED

UNAUTHORISED (U) IF

THEY ARRIVE AFTER

REGISTERS CLOSE AT

9:15AM. (FOR ELM TREES

REGISTERS CLOSE AT

9:45AM). AFTERNOON

REGISTERS WILL BE

CLOSED AT 1.30PM FOR

ALL CLASSES 

• CHILDREN ARRIVING

LATE WILL NEED TO BE

SIGNED IN AT

RECEPTION BY A

PARENT/CARER 

• AFTER RECEIVING

FIVE LATE MARKS, A

LETTER WILL BE SENT

TO THE

PARENTS/CARERS FROM

THE ATTENDANCE

TEAM

• AFTER RECEIVING TEN

LATE MARKS

(PERSISTENTLY LATE), A

LETTER WILL BE SENT

TO THE PARENT/CARER

FROM THE EDUCATION

WELFARE OFFICE (EWO),

AND AN APPOINTMENT

MAY BE GIVEN TO

ATTEND A SURGERY

WITH THE EWO

IF THERE ARE ANY

CIRCUMSTANCES THAT

YOU BELIEVE WILL

AFFECT YOUR CHILD’S

PUNCTUALITY THEN

PLEASE DO SPEAK TO

THE SCHOOL’S

ATTENDANCE TEAM TO

DISCUSS.

Attendance‌
 This week, Attendance Award Certificates were presented to the following

children in recognition of their ongoing improvement in attendance. Well done to
everyone for their commitment and effort—keep up the great work! 🌟

Lianne Corry (Oak 1)
Cody Barnes (Ash 1)

Apinaash Sajeepan (Ash 1)
Tommy Arnold (Ash 2)

Ella Brewer (Ash 3)
Idres Ahmadzai (Ash 4)

Jess Ferron (Ash 4)
Phoebe Montanarini (Ash 5)

Building our community: New opportunities and updates for the New Year

As we approach the end of the term, we would like to say a big thank you to everyone who attended our
workshops, drop-ins, and coffee mornings. We hope you found these sessions both helpful and welcoming.

Looking Ahead we are pleased to announce that building on the ongoing partnership with the Learning &
Enterprise College Bexley we will have the opportunity to host several of their courses here at the school. We will

share more details in the New Year to find out which subjects interest you most.
New: SEND Coffee & Chat Sessions. We are also launching our SEND Coffee and Chat Sessions — a space for

parents to connect, share lived experiences, and support one another. Mrs. Shepherd will be at these sessions to
offer guidance and discuss any general questions you may have.

First Session: Tuesday, 13th January
Time: from 2:00 PM onward

There will be refreshments available, and at the first session we can explore what you would like from the group
moving forward. Please do tell other parents/carers you think might be interested about the group.

Also, we need a name - We want this group to have a name that reflects our community. Please share your
suggestions with Mrs. Shepherd — there is a small prize waiting for the person who comes up with the winning

choice!

Finally, we wish you all a wonderful, restful holiday and look forward to seeing you in the New Year.



Understanding Childcare Schemes Handbook

Local London has put a handbook together called Understanding Childcare Schemes
Handbook for us to share with parents in the borough. This handbook was created because it
can be challenging for parents to navigate the different childcare support options available.
Many families miss out on help they are entitled too, because the process feels complicated
or unclear. The goal is to make things easier by giving parents the confidence to access the

support they’re entitled to. 

Developed in partnership with Nugget Savings, this resource includes practical tips, funding
information, and advice tailored for frontline advisers, support staff, and residents.

The school winter disco
was a huge success with
the pupils who attended

and was a great way to end
the term… despite Mr Alabi
and Mr Trevena’s singing!

Spring Term Menu

Click here to view

A huge thank you to Emma from St Mary’s Cray Salvation Army, who
kindly donated toys to the school for the children. We would also like

to thank Sam from Bellgrove Nutrition for collecting the items and
delivering them to the school. The children were delighted and very

grateful for their generosity.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGuuyzC4dA/8R95I9DKmCHgQAOTZUkKvw/view?utm_content=DAGuuyzC4dA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h083cc2230d#1
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGuuyzC4dA/8R95I9DKmCHgQAOTZUkKvw/view?utm_content=DAGuuyzC4dA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h083cc2230d#1
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicFcw7EoIwFAXQ21nTsogXQGNhJZPKcQd2gclENB8mLySydSvHs4DTKFADfFsgub07vYhTIa8XN8eQU3Q0Rw853pV63PrhLHt57GC818TarxzDdTIfZ3aysdD2xjPnlS9C1FopbNaazLoswfI_EgCmA_ADczglHg&Z
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/parkway-primary-school/UploadedDocument/f374ec8f-a13f-4062-8f95-b89e54e6424d/spring-term-menu.pdf


We would like to wish all our children and 
their families a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Thank you for your continued support throughout the term.
We hope you enjoy a restful and joyful holiday break, and we

look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on 
Monday 5th January 2026.


